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OSCAR REGENSBURG 


STATES HIS POSITION 


Indorses Olof I lanson for Presi¬ 
dent and Speaks on 
Federation 

This summer my good friend, Ar¬ 
thur L. Roberts, in the Silent Success, 
referred to me as good presidential 
timber to succeed the present head of 
the National Association of the Deaf. 
Other well-meaning and influential 
friends took up the suggestion and 
have asked for the word to pass my 
candidacy along. It looked to me like 
n. good joke, but other letters received 
since make it imperative to declare 
my position in the matter. As early 
as April last, when the Puget Sound 
association had under consideration 
an endorsement of Mr. Hanson’s can¬ 
didacy this gentleman referred to me 
as a possible rival for the honor. I 
declared then, ^s i at now, that 1 am 
in no sense a candidate for the office, 
and there I voluntarily pledged my 
support to Mr. Hanson for president, 
first, last and all the time. Whatever 
there may be held against me, I never 
have gone back on a word once given, 
cost me what it may. Such kind 
friends as Mr. Roberts and others who 
weigh only the good in a man, are rare 
jewels to possess, and while I can only 
thank them, I shall ask them to sup¬ 
port the better man for the office. Mr. 
Hanson has all the qualifications need¬ 
ed for the successful chief executive. 
Diplomatic, gifted, cautious and with¬ 
out any known enemies, he is well 
able to carry out the policies of the 
present administration. 

/ The federation will be the para¬ 
mount issue of the next convention, 
and there is need of a man who can 
unite and cement all factions, and, I 
believe, such a. man will be found in 
Mr. Hanson. There are some details 
in the federation plan in which he 
differs from others, including myself, 
but they are not essential and I am 
sure both sides will be amenable to 
reason and will make any reasonable 
concessions, without having to resort 
to the vulgar tactics as some have 
harassed almost every administration 
with during the past sixteen years. Let ' 
everyone take counsel from the fol¬ 
lowing speech of President Taft: 

“We ought to avoid this acrimonious * 
discu m that consigns everybody 
who is opposed to our view to perdi- < 


don, and to having the most corrupt 
| motives, and ascribes to those who 
I stand with us only the purest motives. 
Life is too valuable to waste in anger 
and hatred and the charging and de¬ 
nunciation of our fellowmen w'hen 
they don’t deserve it. 

“The truth is, my friends, this mat¬ 
ter of hatred and resentment which 
1 accompanies the attribution of a bad 
motive to those who differ from you is 
a waste of nervous strength, of time, 
of worry, without accomplishing one 
single good thing. 

“I don’t know how it has been with 
you, but it has happened time and 
lime again -with me that some man 
has done something that I did not like, 
that I thought had a personal bearing, 

' and that I have said in my heart: 
Times will change, and I will get even 
with that gentleman.’ I don’t profess 
to be free from those feelings at all. 

“But it has frequently happened, I 
may say, generally, that the time did 
come when I could get even with that 
man, and w hen that time came it seem¬ 
ed to me that I would demean my- 
ec-lf and IT R it " ->uM show me no man 
it all if I took advantage. 

“And so, my friends, what 1 am urg¬ 
ing is less acrimony in public discus¬ 
sion—more charity with respect to 
each other as to what moves each 
man to do what he does, and not to 
charge dishonesty and corruption un¬ 
til you have a r.eal reason for doing 
-io. I am the last man to pardon or 
to mitigate wrongs against the public 
or against individuals.” 

I never voted for President Veditz 
in the past. I am sorry I did not know 
him better then. He can, if he says 
the word, be his own successor. No 
clique would be powerful enough to 
stem the tide of approval in his favor. 
But he has repeatedly declared that 
he positively will not accept a third 
term. In his devotion to the interests 
of the Association, he permitted his 
private business to suffer, and now it 
becomes necessary to devote his en¬ 
tire energies to building it up again. 
President Veditz during all the years 
of his administration has made the Na¬ 
tional Association the most aggressive, 
as well as progressive, in existence. 
His record of achievements stands out 
by itself and Mr. H-nson, if elected, 
as I believe he will be, will have to 
work harder even with the united sup¬ 
port of the federation, an advantage 
his predecessor did not have, to eclipse 
this record. The civil service victory , 
has been published in every metro- i 
politan and many country papers, an 
advertisement that ordinarily would ( 
have cost hundreds of thousands of 1 
dollars, and has been the means of 




TO GEORGE WILLIAM VEDITZ. 

(Suggested by his services In the 
Civil Service fight; and also by his re¬ 
cent action in sending copies of N. A. 
D. resolutions on methods of instruct¬ 
ing the deaf to the leading oralists of 
the country). 

A song to him who grasps 
And flings our waving banner to the 
wind, 

Riding with valiant heart and ringing 
cheer 

To help his suffering kind! 

How clear and unafraid, 

His words are hurled like lances at the 
foe, 

Piercing their pride of arrogance and 
cant! • 

Down in the dust they go. 

Our brave and fearless knight, 

We lift our hearts and voices in thy 
praise. 

Thy nobL a iP e- d in victor-: 

And honors c- own thy days. 

Wrong never can be right, 

And truth shall stand though towers 
and castles fall. 

Lo, in the east there dawns a beaming 
light! 

Our sun shall shine o’er all. 

—Agatha Tiegel Hanson. 


calling attention to the progress the 
deaf have made as a class. It remains 
for the deaf press to advertise the 
fact' extensively and induce our pro¬ 
gressive young men and women to 
take advantage of the open doors. 
While perhaps not highly remunerat 
've, they are more or less life posi¬ 
tions, and as such are the best fam- 
'ly insurance against hard times and 
depressions. They are a step upward, 
above manual labor, and if this up¬ 
ward lift is continued, it is not only 
uossible, but probable higher bars will 
lie let down. Our school superintend¬ 
ents could render efficient aid in pre¬ 
paring the older students for these 
positions. In case of failure to pass 
the civil service examination, they still 
have their trade training to fall back 
upon to earn their bread and butter. 

The most absorbing topic under dis¬ 
cussion for the past two years has 
been the federation problem. Much 
has been said in favor and much 
against it, and the most recent con¬ 
troversialists, instead of going for¬ 
ward, advocate a backward step by 
proposing to open membership to any¬ 
body and everybody—I mean to indi- 
(Continued on page 7.) 
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PORTLAND 


The Portland scribe was too busy 
to get in any licks for the Observer’s 
last issue—a lamentable fact, for 
there was lots doing among the local 
colony. 

The Hallowe’en party which was 
held at Manley Court Hall, was a 
decided success in every way. Fully 
40 mutes were in attendance, but 
several were unable to come. The 
program was carried out in ship- 
shop order, and was complete in 
every detail. Even the ice cream 
was served in an elegant and grace¬ 
ful manner by Mr. Thierman. The 
guessing contest was pretty good. 
Several of the young ladies, married 
and otherwise, disguised themselves 
in sheets and masks and defied the 
populace to “place” them. Each who 
hazarded a guess had to dig up a 
nickel, but if his guess turned out 
right a dime was his reward. A 
considerable profit was netted that 
way. It was pretty hard to guess 
aright in all cases except where M’ss 
Th'omas, one of the maskers, was 
concerned. She is so bloomin’ pretty 
that one can see it even though her 
features are concealed by a mask. 
Cards, games and story telling 
ronuded out the evening and at a 
late hour the merrymakers filed out, 
homeward bound—ionly to find that 
the cars were on the bum. That 
wasn’t much in the way of incon¬ 
venience for some promptly char¬ 
tered automobiles while ethers sought 
nearby rooms. On the whole, an 
enjoyable evening was spent by ev¬ 
erybody present. 

It is rumored that one of the local 
mutes has succeeded in securing a 
room in the new Y. M. C. A. building 
free of charge, the same to be used 
for the meetings of the society. I 
am of the opinion that if the society 
is unable to raise funds enough to 
get a comfortable place of meeting 
and pay for the same, it isn’t much, 
and ought to go out of business. It’s 
bad policy to- get something for 
nothing. 

The writer regrets to announce 
that even should Seattle muster up a 
basket ball team, the Portland crowd 
would be unable to play. Our star, 
Arthur Stalker, has suffered a severe 
accident, having had two fingers and 
part of the thumb on his left hand 
cut off while running a double rip 
saw in one of the local saw mills 
where he has been employed for about 
a year. The company has promised 
him a better job when he gets ready 
to go back to work. He will be well 
enough to leave the hospital for good 
this week, when he will go to his 
father’s home near Silverton to 
finish getting well,” as he says. 

There is among the younger set 
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a movement on foot to form a club. 
Pleasant, almost elegant, rooms have 
been secured, more than a dozen have 
signified their intention to join, and 
things look very bright for the fu¬ 
ture of such a club, should nothing 
turn up to mar the plans. 

Geo. Schmidt, Jr., has been going 
around town astonishing people by 
scratching matches to light his 
“smoke” on the palm of his hands. 
Some queer freak of nature gave | 
George hands that are as hard as 
flint on the palm, and they are a 
source of wonder to everyone who 
sees them. 

A social and card party was given 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jorg 
on Saturday, the 13th. The writer 
doesn’t know much about it as he 
was not fortunate enough to receive 
an invitation. 

Recently an open wrestling and 
boxing tournament was held in Port¬ 
land to determine the city champion¬ 
ships in the various classes. E. E. 
Vinson was entered in two classes 
(wrestling) by his' club, the middle 
weight and the light heavy-weight. 
On the first night he drew one man 
in each class and threw them both 
in record time. There was only one 
man in each class for him to meet j 
in the finahs, 'and he disposed oil 
both of them inside of five minutes 
each. He won two handsome gold 
medals, emblematic of the middle¬ 
weight and light heavy-weight cham¬ 
pionships. The Multnomah Amateur 
Athletic Club, under whose colors 
Vinson wrestles, picked him to go 
against the wrestler from the Van¬ 
couver, B. C., club which goes against 
M. A. A. C. on the 19th, but the 
Canucks have no wrestlers suffi¬ 
ciently developed, so asked for a 
straight program of boxing, - which 
M. A. A. C. allow T ed. The fans want 
some wrestling, however, so an oppo¬ 
nent for Vinson has been hunted up 
in the person of the heavy-weight 
champion of the local Y. M. C. A. 
They will wrestle for the heavy 
title on the evening of the 19th. 
Vinson has been promised a igold 
watch if he wins and he means to 
win. The Y. M. C. A. man will prob¬ 
ably weigh at 185, while Vinson will 
tip the beam close on to 157. Vinson, 
who picked up the rudiments of the 
wrestling game under the tuition of 
T. S. Wiliams, ’08, while at college 
- has improved greatly under the 
| coaching of Eddie O’Connell,, the 
professional welter-weight chaanpion! 


of the world. Little Edgar Frank, the 
amateur champion 125 pounder of the 
west and middle west, has also added 
good showing, the club has picked 
him to carry the winged M against 
the Spokane club’s 158 pound man at 
Spokane on December 10th. 

M. Jacoby, the hearing son of deaf 
parents of that name of Jacksonvile, 
Ill., is in town employed at his trade 
as a tailor. He has spent consider¬ 
able time in Spokane and Seattle 
but did not meet any mutes in either 
town. He is an expert sign maker 
and is already immensely popular 
with the boys. He intends to go on 
down to California, but we are one 
in hoping that he will change his 
mind and make his home perma¬ 
nently in Portland. 

There’s a certain Miss up north— 
I’ve forgotten her ns/me—who pro¬ 
fesses vast disgust at the challenge 
for a game of basket ball hurled at 
Seattle by the Portland scribe. She 
intimates that if I had said male or 
female, or something like that, there 
would have been something doing. 

Gee whiz! who wants to play with the 
girls. 


VANCOUVER, WASH. 

An old fashioned Halloween party 
was given at the School for the Deaf 
on October 30th. The pupils, besides 
enjoying a number of good games 
presented by the teachers on duty for 
the evening, had the pleasure of 
seeing a number of grinning jack o’ 
lanterns provided for the occasion. 
All those who were present went to 
bed happy after being treated liber¬ 
ally to a lot of “goodies” prepared 
by Mrs. Clarke. 

Most of us have made a trip to 
Portland since The Silent Observer 
dropped in last to say “Howdy!” 

Mr. and Mrs. McDonald are now 
comfortably settled in their new 
house, and are kept busy acting as 
host and hostess for those who call 
to see it. 

There are two young fellows in our 
vicinity with the ambition to get rich 
quick and have several hundred 
shares of gold mine stock carefuly 
tucked away in their coat pockets. 

This is a good thing when one 
gets on the lucky side of the bargain, 
but what interests us is the automo¬ 
bile trips that are promised us be¬ 
tween the big cities on the coast, 
when these two fellows make a “big 
haul.” 
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The foot ball team for the School 
for the Deaf bids fair to finishing the 
season undefeated. Two victories 
have been annexed during the past 
two weeks which makes five to their 
credit. These last two games were 
from Portland teams and they spoke 
highly of the deaf boys’ style of play. 

Mr. Devine boasts of raising a 
pumpkin weighing something like 60 
pounds*. While we give him full 
credit for raising it, we wish it was a 
watermelon, so he could treat us 
all to a piece. 

Mr. Bjorkquesc is the first of us to 
be attacked by that dreaded enemy, 
LaGrippe. However, his case is not 
considered serious. 

“The Observer” is certainly making 
good. The one sent us passes through j 
so many eager hands that it is pi'etty 
well used up when it is finally laid 
aside. 

Jack Frost has been prowling around 
here frequently of late. The “Chinks,” 
who grow “garden truck” the year 
round near us arose from a peaceful 
slumber the other morning to find that 
Jack had nipped everything in sight. 
Ice also formed on the pond in front 
of us, and for a time we thought that 
we could enjoy a little skating. But, 
alas! the fates did not so decree. 

Mr. Hunter attended the contest on 
the gridiron between the University 
of Idaho and Oregon on the 13th. He 
learned several new plays and will 
show the deaf boys how the tricks are 
worked. 

Through the generosity of Miss 
Sampson the little girls at the Wash¬ 
ington school were happily entertain¬ 
ed at a party on the 13th. There were 
large quantities of good things for the 
little ones. 

Mr. Van Emon makes his trip over 
from Portland every Monday, rain or 
shine. The rain frequently threatens 
him with a good drenching, however, 
this does not bother him. He has a 
long rubber coat and a pair of heavy 
shoes that are guaranteed water-proof. 

Mr. Schneider has been busy during 
the past week taking photos, and has 
met with fair success. 

Doubtless we all have been more or 
less admired at some time for some 
popular achievement. Tne one who 
seems to hold the highest place in the 
sporting world today is our friend, Mr. 
Vinson, who lives just across tne river. 

Mrs. Hunter is looking forward to a 
visit from her mother soon. She is 
new traveling in California. 

Mr. Divine now has his prune money 
in his pocketbook. What a snap for 
a “hold-up,” if he could only get him. 

Mr. and Mrs. McDonalu are now left 
alone, the mother of Mr. McDonald 
having departed for Salem, Oregon, 
on the 14th. 


How do you like our new name head 
on first page? In looks it possesses 
the justification of law, the seriousness 
of the church and the humor of Puck. 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D. 

Miss Rosalia Jetta of Redfield vis¬ 
ited her old schoolmates and attended 
the Hallowe’en party at the South 
Dakota school, October 30th. 

Mrs. Dora Donald Humbert, for¬ 
merly superintendent of the South 
Dakota School for the Deaf, was the 
guest of Superintendent McLaughlin 
at the school recently. 

Miss Dawes and the writer man¬ 
aged the Hallowe’en party at the 
school this year. Many Halloween 
games were played and various ora¬ 
cles were consulted and fate was 
kind to all. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Worswick, son 
and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Williams and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Olaf Olson and daughter, Mr. E. P. 
Olson and Miss Huldah Anderson 
were among the guests from town at 
the Halloween party. 

Miss Marion E. Finch and Mr. C. 
H. Loucks of Aberdeen, and the 
writer were among the lucky ones 
to draw good numbers for claims in 
River Indian reservations. Miss 
Finch drew number 6096, your cor¬ 
respondent drew number 8830, and 
Mr. Loucks drew number 9021. I 
stated in a previous letter that there 
were 18,000 farms but this was a 
a mistake. The corect number of 
farms is 10,000, but 20,000 names 
were drawn from 80,000 who regis¬ 
tered, as many who registered may 
not file next April. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thos. H. Jewell re¬ 
turned home from Minneapolis last 
week. 

Rev. J. M. Koehler will hold ser¬ 
vices for the deaf at Calvary Cath¬ 
edral in Sioux Falls at 3:30 p. m., 
Sunday, November 14th. 

Mr. R. W. Williams lectured to the 
pupils at the School, Sunday, Nov¬ 
ember 7th. His subject was “Friend¬ 
ship.” He evidently has not forgotten 
the good lectures Dr. Gallandet used 
to give us on that subject in our 
college days. 

John H. Wudel, a pupil of the 
writer last year, and formerly a pupil 
of the School for Deaf at Jackson, 
Mississippi, has taken up a home¬ 
stead claim in Wyoming, and expects 
to begin his residence on it this 
month. 
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BUTTE, MONT. 

(From a Butte, Mont., Paper.) 

With a bride and groom neither of 
whom could hear one word he said, 
standing before him last night, Justice 
Mike Egan nevertheless firmly tied the 
marriage knot for Chris Thompson and 
Hattie Bertha Lewis, both deaf mutes. 

Having secured their license from 
Dan Lewis at the office of the clerk of 
the court, with the aid of a friend who 
explained things, the silent couple 
were piloted to Justice Egan. 

At the request of Mr. Thompson the 
marriage ceremony was written out 
for him and he and his bride both read 
it. Then the justice had them stand 
up while he repeated the ceremony 
and signified by a nod of the head and 
by kissing the bride that the service 
was complete. 

“This is a very happy occasion in 
my life,” said the justice, “for I have 
united a couple between whom I know 
that no unkind words will pass. This 
blushing bride will never let her 
tongue run awrny with her, never nag 
and fret and taunt her husband with 
bitter words of complaint. 

“Neither of you will be guilty of 
listening to scandal or of showing re¬ 
sentment at harsh words. There will 
be no wordy qusrrels in your wedded 
life, never a sentence spoken in anger 
or quarreling. How few are the cou¬ 
ples of whom this can be said, i trust 
that you will never need to use your 
hands in anything but love talk, and 
that never by a crook of the finger or 
the motion of the palm will you convey 
any meanness tow-ard each other. That 
is all.” 

Thompson has been deaf since his 
birth and his bride has been a mute 
since very early childhood. Otherwise 
they are both intelligent, healthy and 
prosperous folk. 


If you have a friend who has not 
subscribed to The Observer, speak to 
him and tell him of the good things 
he is missing. 


THE LENOX CAFETERIA 

Serves the Best the market affords. 
Cheapest Cafeteria in the City. 

TRY IT 

221 SPRING STREET 

BET. SECOND & THIRD AVES. 


UNION BAKERY 
and 

RESTAURANT 

Good Things to Eat 


217 PIKB STREET 

MAIN 6424 IND. 880 


CORA M. REED. 
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SEATTLE, WASH., NOVEMBER 25, ’«9 

U. O. CHRISTENSON, Publisher. 

The Observer is issued every two 
weeks on Thursday. It is published 
in the interest of the deaf everywhere. 

TERMS: 

One Copy, one year..$1.00 

One Copy, six months... .50 

One Copy, three months. .25 

Canada, one year.. 1.50 


Advertising rates given upon Application. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

All contributions must be accompan¬ 
ied by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, 
but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for views and 
opinions expressed by correspondents in 
their communications. 

Contributions, subscriptions and busi¬ 
ness letters should be addressed to 


U. O. CHRISTENSON, 

2 Kinnear Building, 1426 Fourth Ave. 
Seattle, Wash. 



READ THIS. 


Should this paper ever be obliged 
to suspend, I will make good for all un¬ 
expired subscriptions. 

L. O. CHRISTENSON, 
Owner and Publisher. 


JUST A BRIEFLET. 

With this issue we drop the words 
“Northwest Silent” from our name and 
take an additional step into the na¬ 
tional arena. The success with which 
we have met in the Northwest has en-! 
couraged us to this step. 

We ask for financial and literary 
support of the deaf of the entire coun¬ 
try. 

We expect to give quite a free rein 
to expressions of opinion. But con¬ 
tributors as well as news correspon¬ 
dents must be reasonably brief—re¬ 
membering that the blue pencil is a 
necessary adjunct to every editorial 
sanctum. We believe that a number 
of articles tersely written to the point 
will accomplish more good and take 
better with the people than a long- 
winded effusion. We do not cars to 
cut down the contributions of another 
except when necessary, knowing that 
to attempt to trim the products of an¬ 
other’s mind often reults in ruining the 
article. 

Proper respect must be shown oth¬ 
ers Personal attacks will not be toler¬ 
ated—they are not arguments. 

The present size of the pages will be 
adhered to for the present. A small 
page has its advantages. 

THANKSGIVING DAY. 

This is Thanksgiving Day. Give 
thanks. In the life of even the poorest 
there is abundant reason for thank¬ 
fulness. Give thanks, and try to as¬ 
sist a less fortunate being and you 
will be better and happier for it. 
Thanksgiving is something more than 
a feast day. 

All contributors must sign their 
name to articles. Not for publication, 
but as a guarantee of good faith. 


It is well for every one to know that 
furnishing a newspaper with matter 
which is not true is punishable with a 
heavy fine. 

If any paper devoted to the deaf 
fails to receive The Observer in ex¬ 
change, will they kindly let us know? 
We desire to receive every deaf peri¬ 
odical in the country. 

Would you like to see an indepen¬ 
dent deaf paper in existence that 
reaches to every nook and corner of 
the United States and Canada? Sub¬ 
scribe for The Observer. That’s our 
aim. 


We believe that The Observer is the 
only paper published for the deaf 
w r hich bears the union label. The Ob¬ 
server believes in fair wages and de¬ 
cent working conditions for laboring 
people. 

The American Industrial Journal 
came out this week with a list of inde¬ 
pendent papers that have been started 
for the deaf. The article ■ concerning 
The Observer was written last May 
or June, and great improvements in all 
branches of the paper have taken 
place since then. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE 
DEAF 

Committee on Resolutions 

I herewith appoint the following 
members of the National Association 
of the Deaf to be a committee on reso 
iutions to report at the Colorado 
Sprnigs, 1910, convention: 

Olof Hanson, chairman, 62 Downs 
block, Seattle, Wash. 

Oscar H. Regensburg, Venice, Cal 

Thomas Francis Fox, Station M. 
New York City, N. Y. 

William C. Ritter, Newport News. 
Va. 

Frank Ross Gray, 2026 Perrysville 
Av., Allegheny, Pa. 

This announcement is made thus 
early in order to afford the committee 
ample time to draft a series of resolu¬ 
tions that may be regarded as the 
“platform” of the association. 

Committee Announcements 

To be chairman of the committee 
and national treasurer of the moving 
picture fund: 

Oscar H. Regensburg, Venice, Cal. 

To be members of the committee on 
ihe endowment fund: 

Frank Ross Gray, 2026 Perrysville 
Av., Allegheny, Pa. 

Mrs. G. E. M. Nelson, 327 Virginia 
St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

Resigned from the local committee - 

C. P. Jones, Colorado Springs < Col. 

Removed from the local committee: 
Alfred Kent, Denver, Col. 

Appointed to the local committee: 
Mrs. Bessie B. Veditz, Miss M. E. 
Ritchie. Colorado Springs, Col.; Mrs. 
Katherine O. Mount, Stephen McGin- 
nity, Denver, Col. 

GEORGE WM. VEDITZ, 
Chairman Executive Committee. 

Colorado Springs, Col., Nov. 15. 1909 


BOIL IT DOWN. 

If you’ve got a thought that’s happy, 
Boil it down; 

Make it short and crisp and snappy— 
Boil it down. 

When your brain its coin has minted, 

Down the page your pen has sprinted, 
Boil it down. 

Take out every surplus letter— 

Boil it down, 

Fewer syllables the better, 

Boil it down. 

Make your meaning plain—express it 

So we’ll know, not merely guess it; 

Then, my friend, ere you address it, 
Boil it down. 

Boil out all the extra trimmings— 

Boil it down; 

Skim it well, then skim the skimmings; 
Boil it down; 

When you're sure t’would be a sin to 

Cut another sentence into, 

Send it on, and we ll begin to 
Boil it down. 

—Exchange. 


OLOF HANSON, THE MAN OF THE 
HOUR. 

The letter written by Oscar Regens¬ 
burg and printed in this issue, where¬ 
in he retires in favor of Mr. Hanson, 
is a gracious act. Undoubtedly Mr. 
Regensburg possesses good presiden¬ 
tial timber and the ambition to be the 
choice of the deaf of the nation for 
president is a worthy one, but Mr. 
Regensburg saw - , as have many oth¬ 
ers, that Mr. Hanson was the man of 
the hour. Mr. Hanson’s success in the 
civil service matter and his work for 
the deaf along many other lines have 
stamped him as the logical candidate 
to succeed to the position that is now 
so ably filled by George Wiliam 
Veditz. 

Were it possible to select two im¬ 
portant officers of the association from 
the Pacific coast, the Observer would 
favor Mr. Regensburg for secretary. 


OTHERS LIKE THE OBSERVER. 


Dear Editor: I have watched the 
progress of the Northwestern Silent 
Observer with much interest and am 
satisfied that it has come to stay. Its 
editorials are excellent and its con¬ 
tents satisfying to those who either 
look for news about their own class or 
are critical about the choice of read¬ 
able matter. The workmanship is al¬ 
so a credit to Mr. Christenson. 

DOUGLAS TILDEN. 

I would heartily recommend to my 
friends in Colorado and elsewhere The 
Observer as in every way deserving 
their support. 

It is well-edited and well-printed. It 
is clean and progressive. It is devoted 
from first to last to the welfare of the 
deaf as a whole. 

Send your name and address with 
one dollar direct to the publisher, Mr. 
L. O. Christenson. Do not wait for an 
agent to call on you. Get your friends 
to subscribe, and forget the commis¬ 
sion. Help to remove the slur often— 
and deservedly—cast upon the deaf 
that they will not support independent 
newspapers by, for and' of the deaf. 

GEORGE WM. VEDITZ. 


YOUR CHANCE. 


If you want The Observer and 
haven’t the ready cash, send us three 
new names at $1 each for a year, and 
we will reward you for your work with 
a year’s subscription. 
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LOCAL PAGE 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Geo. Ecker of Elma has been en¬ 
tertaining C. J. Vincent at his home 
of late. 

At the church services last Sunday 
Miss Cleon Morris signed “Nearer My 
God to Thee” in a most graceful man¬ 
ner. 

Mrs. Editha Wade, of Tacoma, re¬ 
turned to her home last Tuesday, aftei 
a couple weeks spent with Mr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Wright. 

Mr. and Mrs. M.O. Smith, of late San 
Francisco, are now in Seattle. Mr* 
Smith expects to open a shoe shop here 
if hn can find suitable location. 

Next meeting of the Puget Sound 
Association of the Deaf will be held 
December 5th at Labor Temple, corner 
of Sixth avenue and University street. 

Miss Mabel Scanlan ran down to 
Bverett last Saturday to see ina. Al- 
i hough a bridge was washed out she re¬ 
turned smiling and in her usual good 
humor. 

The cashier at the Oliver Theatre, 
Mrs. Anderson, can use the manual 
alphabet freely. She was formerly 
a teacher of articulation in the Van¬ 
couver School. 

Miss Carrie Blakeley hss quit her 
work at the Cascade laundry and has 
taken a position with an overall con 
cern, the work of which she consid¬ 
ers more pleasant and will pay bet¬ 
ter as she gains in experience. 

Miss Jennie Wade came over from 
Grays Harbor last week to visit her 
sister, Mrs. A. W. Wright. She brought 
a good fat pheasant which her father 
shot. Mr. Wright is so delighted with 
the taste of pheasant that he contem¬ 
plates buying a gun and going hunt¬ 
ing. 

C. K. McConnell left Seattle last Sun¬ 
day, stopping a few days at Wenatchee. 
From there he will go to Spotane, stop¬ 
ping at various pieces en route to 
St. Paul, thence go to Chicago, Council 
Bluffs, Omaha, etc. On his return he 
will pass through Denver, Colorado 
Springs, etc. 

The Industrial Journal mentions 
several deaf linotype operators. Seat¬ 
tle has two on its leading morning 
daily—the Post-Intelligencer. They are 
Chas. Gumaer and A. W. Wright. A 
few years ago when the office was pay¬ 
ing a bonus to some of its best men, 
Mr. Wright was one of the fortunate 
ones. 

The latest word received from Jesse 
West, who so long has made the Klon¬ 
dike his stamping grounds, is that he 
has been in Fairbanks, Alaska, the 
past summer. He has joined in the 
stampede to the newest discoveries on 
the Iditaroo, in the Innoko district. I 


| Here’s to hoping he will strike it rich 
this time. 

One day the reporter strolled into 
the Moorey-Merriam book and station¬ 
ery store to make a small purchase. 
The salesman spelled on his fingers, 
and as a consequence the writer 
bougnt considerably more than he first 
intended to. “How did you learn to 
spell on your fingers?” was asked. 
“From Albert Hole.” When in this 
store, ask for the clerk who can talk 
on his fingers. 


A CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS. 

It seem; as if an angel of misfor¬ 
tune was hovering over the deaf of 
Seattle. 

First came the tragic death of Otto 
Cedergren, who was killed by a street 
car. 

Soon after that another deaf man, 
while trying to board a First avenue 
car, was hurled flat on his back on the 
stone pavement. He carried a large 
bump on the back of his head for some 
time as a souvenir of the event; also 
other bruises and a nearly ruined new' 
overcoat. 

Since our last issue Albert Hole and 
Matthew Trees e, while crossing a 
street to take a car, were knocked 
down by. a runaway team and quite 
^Eriously injured. Mr. Hole had ten 
stitches taken in his head, as well as 
being otherwise bruised. Mr. Treese 
had a badly injured ankle. The fact 
that Mr. Hole is an athlete and strong 
physically probably saved his life. In 
the excitement of the accident no one 
seemed to notice to whom the team 
belonged. If this can be found out the 
young men will begin proceedings for 
damages. 

The same night that these young 
men were hurt, Olof Hanson had a 
narrow' escape from being bitten by 
an auto. He had just turned to cross 
the street after a talk with ye editor, 
when a speeding auto dashed by with¬ 
in a foot of him. 

RIPE OLD AGE FOR US 

When the Observer was first start¬ 
ed many doubtless thought, like the 
writer, that it was a foolish undertak¬ 
ing to start a paper for the deaf in 


this out-of-the-way place, with a sparse 
deaf population. But the results thus 
far have apparently justified the judg¬ 
ment of the publisher, Mr. Christen¬ 
sen, who alone was responsible for 
starting it, and is chiefly entitled to 
the credit for its success. A little re¬ 
flection will show that after all Seat¬ 
tle is not a bad place for such a pub¬ 
lication. The deaf of the Pacific 
Northwest have mostly come from oth¬ 
er states. They are above the aver¬ 
age in intelligence, as was shown by 
the visitors to the A.-Y.-P. exposition 
last summer. They are progressive 
end enterprising, for that is the kind 
of people who seek to better their for¬ 
tunes in a new country. Hence they 
give the paper liberal support. An¬ 
other reason is the advertising patron¬ 
age. Seattle business men are wide 
awake, and willing to help along any 
good project. The deaf here have 
many eastern friends who are inter¬ 
ested in their doings, and we are in¬ 
terested in the doings of our eastern 
friends. Hence subscriptions and con¬ 
tributions from all over the country 
are a logical consequence of the situa¬ 
tion. Judging by the support thus far 
received the paper bids fair to live 
to a ripe old age. 

OLOF HANSON. 



Smith’s Cafeteria 


14 10 Fourth Avenue, Seattle 

Breakfast 6:3<) to 10 a. m. 

Lunch U a. m. to 2 p. m. 

Dinner 5 to 7:30 p. m. 

A Good Place to Eat at 

Wing's Cafeteria 

1409 FIRST AVE.. SEATTLE 

LUNCH 11 TO 2 DINNER 5 TO 7:30 



give: thanks 

ON THANKSGIVING DAY FOR THE GOODNESS OF YOUR 
BARGAR HAT. 

It’s good all through. If you haven’t one, 
get one. There’s satisfaction in paying $3 
for a hat with “ BARGAR ” in it. You 
don’t have to pay for name—you just pay 
for hat q uality. 

CALS 
50c to $2 

GLOVES - * „ , 

$1 to $2.50 *™?y s 

Umbrellas ^""SEATTLE. 

$ 1 to $ I 5 an 1333 THIRD AVENUE 



, TYEE 
't*$ HATS 
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SPOKANE 

The deaf colony of Spokane must 
have retired to its burrow on the ad¬ 
vent of the recent cold snap, for there 
is almost nothing to report in the way 
of news. But Spokane must not be 
left out when the Observer appears 
with its abbreviated name and other 
changes, of which the editor hinted 
in a communcation to the writer. 

An addition to our number for the 
winter at least was made when Miss 
Edna Marshall came up from Dee, Ore¬ 
gon, to spend five or six months in 
the Inland metropolis. Miss Marshall 
was with us last winter, and she made 1 
many friends who are glad to welcome 
her back. 

When August Koberstein came to 
Spokane from Seattle two weeks or 
more ago it was with the intention of 
going back after one day, but he 
found things so interesting hereabouts 
that he lengthened his stay into four : 
days, going from here to Portland, 
thence by boat to Southern California. 
He declared his intention of coming 
back to the Inland Empire in the 
course of a year or so, taking up a 
small ranch and becoming a son of 
the soil once more. 

Mr. Frank Bannister passed his for¬ 
tieth milestone on the fifteenth, and 
to commemorate the event a few of 
his friends descended on him and took 
possession of his bungalow for the eve-j 
ning. A very pleasant evening was 
enjoyed lay those who were present. 

Mickey Coyne, who has been work¬ 
ing at Mead, a few miles north of Spo¬ 
kane, departed two weeks ago for his 
old stamping ground in Colorado. He 
expects to remain there until next ! 
summer, saying before his departure 
that he would attend the N. A. D. con¬ 
vention below Pike’s Peak before com¬ 
ing back here. 

Mr. P. L. Axling, who resigned his 
position with the Farmer Publishing 
company some two months ago, but 
still retained his interest in the busi-j 
ness, finally sold his stock to two 
eastern newspaper men. One of the 
gentlemen was out here to close the j 
deal, but had to return east to arrange 
his affairs there before settling here 
permanently. He placed Mr. Axling 
in charge of the business during his 
absence, and the latter has been kept 
busy since taking care of two jobs. 
The Western Farmer will now have 
abundant capital back of it and will 
undoubtedly become the biggest farm 
publication in the northwest. One of 
the new owners is editor of an Iowa 
farm publication with a circulation ex¬ 
ceeding 500,000, built up through the 
efforts of this man, and he proposes to 
build up the circulation of the West¬ 
ern Farmer the same way. Both the 
new owners insist that Mr. Axling 
come back to the publication and as¬ 
sume part of the publishing respon¬ 
sibilities. 


The literary meeting of the Spokane 
association was held Saturday evening 
at the usual place. There was a fair 
attendance, but net what it , should 
have been, considering the program. 
This meeting launched the series of a 
year, a program arranged by the com¬ 
mittee and announced in the last Ob¬ 
server. The new president, Mr. Nord- 
hougen, was in the chair, and handled 
the meeting like a veteran. He opened 
the event with a story on the Pilgrim 
Fathers, and was followed by Mr. A. 
E. Arnot with a comic story that was 
comic indeed. Next came Miss Culista 
Ford with a declamation on “My Coun¬ 
try, ’Tis of Thee I sing.” Mr. Axling 
filled in the remaining time by re¬ 
citing the story of “Goeffroy’s Pank- 
laggephcne,” and Mr. Arnot closed 
with a brief recital of the foolhardy 
goat that swiped the section man’s din¬ 
ner every day until he was finally 
blown up with dynamite. The meeting 
closed with the announcement of the 
progracm for the next literary meet¬ 
ing. 

Upon invitation of John C. Bertram, 
the writer made a trip out to Lincoln 
P'eights to take a peep into Mr. Ber¬ 
tram’s new observatory on that hill. 
He found Mr. Bertram and his boss 
carpenter, Mr. Paterson, busy shin¬ 
gling the porch walls. A critical in- 
spection of the “shack,” as some un¬ 
feeling persons have been pleased to 
call it, proved that it was a real nice 
little bungalow of three rcoms, well 
arranged and well built. There is a 
large living room, then a bedroom of 
good proportions and a kitchen to 
match. Mr. Bertram evidently believes 
in Major Ozone’s doctrine, for he is 
building a spacious porch where he 
and his intended (?) may sit evenings 
and enjoy the landscape, or where 
they may place a bed in the warm 
summer time and have a real night’s 
rest in the unpointed air of the open. 
Mr. Bertram has shown on more than 
one occasion that he believes in tak¬ 
ing time by the forelock and having 
things in readiness when any special 
occasion seems to demand it. 


NAME OF SCHOOL CHANGED 
Chapter 5927—(No. 58.) 

An act changing the name of the 
Institute for the Blind, Deaf and 
Dumb. 

Be it enacted by the legislature of 
of the St"te of Florida: 

Section 1. That the Institute for 
the Blind, Deaf and Dumb as at pres¬ 
ent defined by law be and is hereby 
changed to and shall be known as the 
Florida School for the Deaf and the 
Blind. 

Section 2. This act shall go into 
effect immediately upon its passage 
and approval by the governor. 

Approved May 22, 1909. 


Advertise in the Observer. 


AN INDEPENDENT PAPER. 


The North Dakota Banner, in speak¬ 
ing of an independent paper for the 
deaf, says: 

“As for ourselves we cannot see any¬ 
thing but good in an independent pa¬ 
per for the deaf. The reason so many 
such papers have failed in the past is 
because of something wrong in the 
management. A grocer may fail and 
go out of business, but we do not infer 
from this that the people do not need 
groceries any more. The good fight 
made by The Deaf American against 
the United States Civil Service Com¬ 
mission in their discrimination against 
the deaf and the success following the 
agitation, is an instance of what an in¬ 
dependent publication can do. 

“The deaf have many things in com¬ 
mon, many of them having been edu¬ 
cated under the same roof, though they 
may now live miles apart. Dr. Fox of 
New York knows Mr. Hanson of 
Washington; Dr. Smith of Minnesota 
knows Rev. Mr. Cloud of Missouri. We 
think that the deaf would appreciate 
a good independent journal, published 
twelve months a year, and they would 
not feel obliged to give up reading the 
papers that other people read.” 

Subscribe for The Observer. 


In July of next year there will be 
a meeting of the National Association 
of the Deaf at Colorado Springs, Col¬ 
orado. This association is composed 
entirely of deaf people, most of whom 
are graduates of schools for the deaf 
throughout the country. One of the 
main features of the meeting will 
probably be the much-discussed ques 
tion of methods. Whatever decision 
is reached by these eminent deaf peo¬ 
ple cannot be lightly regarded, but 
must be taken under careful advise¬ 
ment and a just recognition given to 
their conclusions. We know that in 
some quarters there is an inclination 
to belittle resolutions adopted by this 
association and impugn their motives. 
But if its deliberations are not radical, 
its further influence must be reck¬ 
oned with.— President A. H. Walker 
in the Florida School Herald. —Mr. 
Welker is one of the first to note the 
straws which show the way the wind 
is blowing. 

Some days ago an aged employee 
of the Carnegie Steel Company at 
Pittsburg staggered to his work in an 
intoxicated condition. Henry C. Frick 
witnessed the humiliating sight and 
consulted with the various steel mag¬ 
nates of the city, with the result that 
a temperance pledge was drawn up 
which all workmen will hereafter be 
requested to sign before being given 
employment. The sixty thousand steel 
workers already employed in Pitts¬ 
burg will also be required to sign.— 
The Epworth Herald. 


